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Personal grow-ops emerge 
as targets for organized crime 


MOLLY HAYES 
GREG McARTHUR 


The proliferation of personal yet in- 
dustrial-scale marijuana farms, 
licensed and shielded by health pri- 
vacy laws, has created a shadow 
market in which individual patients 
are collectively churning out as 
much marijuana as some commer- 
cial producers - with none of the 
scrutiny. 

Although they operate under the 
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guise of legitimacy, a Globe and 
Mail investigation has found that 
these personal grow-ops are prime 
targets for robberies and abuse by 
organized crime. 

As the federal government edges 
closer to scrapping Canada’s long- 
standing prohibition against the 
sale of recreational marijuana, the 
country’s two-tiered medical mari- 
juana regime serves as a major 
obstacle to one of Ottawa’s fre- 
quently stated legalization goals: 
the elimination of gangsters from a 


legal marketplace. 

At one end of the medical mari- 
juana spectrum is what Health Can- 
ada calls its licensed producers 
(LPs), the 76 commercial growers 
who harvest their product in heavi- 
ly guarded and regularly inspected 
commercial facilities, where every 
gram is accounted for and shipped 
directly to customers via mail 
order. These companies have web- 
sites, publicized addresses and 
identifiable executive teams. 
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LENDING A HAND TO PEACE 


New York street artist BK Foxx has created a mural called Rise Up in the Dirt in Kiev as part of the Art United 
Us project — an international effort to call attention to war and conflict around the world 
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Beijing foots bill 
for visits to China 
by senators, MPs 


ROBERT FIFE 
STEVEN CHASE OTTAWA 
XIAO XU VANCOUVER 


Canadian MPs and senators have been accepting 
free trips to China paid for by the Chinese govern- 
ment and Beijing-friendly groups and meeting 
with agents of the Communist Party, whose goal is 
to win overseas support for the authoritarian 
regime’s political agenda. 

Since 2006, parliamentarians have taken 36 trips 
to China sponsored by arms of the Chinese govern- 
ment or business groups seeking closer ties and 
trade with the one-party state and world’s second- 
biggest economy, according to travel records kept 
by the Senate and House of Commons. 

There are no laws banning Canadian legislators 
from accepting such junkets, and other countries 
occasionally cover the travel costs of parliamentar- 
ians who visit their countries. 

But those countries aren’t trying to assert global 
influence for a dictatorial government. Australia 


Perogy pinch: The Prairies’ fine, and dying, art 


COREY MINTZ WINNIPEG 


from parish to parish. The 

Pinchers, the Club, the Miracle. 
At St. Nicholas Church, the bowl- 
ing-league-style name for the per- 
ogy team is mistakenly listed on 
the church’s website as the Perogy 
Brigade. “I don’t know who put 
brigade,” says Theresa Antoniuk. 
“Were the Crew.” 

Every Tuesday, Ms. Antoniuk, a 
retired teacher, leads her team of 
about 20 volunteer cooks in pre- 
paring the two basic elements of 
any perogy worth its salt: a sim- 
ple dough of flour and water, and 
fillings that range from humble 
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potato and onion to decadent cot- 
tage cheese. 

Wednesday mornings, starting 
at 7 a.m. sharp, the basement of 
St. Nicholas becomes an even 
busier beehive of activity, with 
upward of 40 volunteers pinching, 
boiling, cooling and packaging 
hundreds of perogies, all under a 
tight dumpling deadline. 

“We have to be done by noon,” 
she says, “because they have to 
set up for bingo.” 

But these days, the humble per- 
ogy has more to fear than com- 
petition for church-hall space. 

As the world changes, and a 
generation passes, a staple that 
has long held a unique place in 
the cultural and gastronomic life 


of the Prairies 
extinction. 

“There used to be way more 
[church perogy groups] than there 
is now,” says Andrea Helgason, 
perogy-maker-in-chief at the 
church kitchen of St. Gerard Par- 
ish, whose Perogy Pinchers whip 
up 1,800 potato-and-cheddar dum- 
plings a week. 

“Some have folded because 
they don’t have the people. Our 
older ladies either passed away or 
had to quit because of their 
health. Not very many younger 
people join. People don’t volun- 
teer as much.” 

Which is bad news for perogy 
aficionados. 

PEROGY, A9 


is flirting with 


Karim Habib, raised in Montreal, is the designer 
hired to bring Nissan's luxury division out 


Smart architecture and a 
clever loan program 


and New Zealand have raised concerns about Chi- of obscurity. = prive bring affordable housing 
na’s attempts to gain influence, from paying for to Calgary REAL ESTATE 
junkets of foreign politicians to making political 
donations. 
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